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ABOUT
AFRICAN
QUEER
YOUTH
INITIATIVE

AQYI’s work is anchored on the strong
belief that communities affected by an
issue, should be the ones leading and
at the forefront of addressing those
same issues.

AQYI Communication Channels

Since its founding in 2015, the African Queer Youth Initiative (AQYI) has
actively been mobilizing, supporting, and amplifying African queer
youths' and activists' voices. As a group of motivated and resourceful
young people across Africa, AQYI's work has been giving voices to
young African LGBT+ 1 and empowering them to lead change through
campaigns, lobbying initiatives, organizing, advocacy work, research,
networking, and capacity building. AQYI’s work is anchored on the
strong belief that communities affected by an issue, should be the ones
leading and at the forefront of addressing those same issues.

1AQYI

recognizes that there may be various nonheteronormative and non-cisgender identities and terminologies existing across Africa
apart from LGBT+. However, for the purposes of our work and clarity, LGBT+ is the standard term we use and will be applying to this report.
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Executive
Summary
Introduction
African Queer Youth Initiative conducted an online survey
in ten African countries in a bid to determine the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on LGBT+ youth around Africa.
With about 700 respondents, the research team ensured
representation by targeting respondents from both
Anglophone and Francophone countries across the
continent. As much as possible, the survey made certain
that all types of sexualities and gender identities were
represented proportionally.

Economic Impact
Eight out of every ten queer youth experienced financial
difficulties due to the pandemic and more than 70 percent
of respondents who previously had a source of income say
that they have either lost their jobs or seen a reduction in
their income. Interestingly, less than a tenth of the people
received aid from the government while a slightly higher
number of respondents received support from NGOs and
respondents reported that they received more food aid
than financial support. Essentially, queer people have
suffered losses and reduction in income and yet have
limited support either from the government and nongovernmental bodies.

Social Impact
About a third of respondents experienced one form of
human rights violation or another, with the invasion of
privacy and harassment ranking high on the list of
offenses. Thirteen percent of respondents also reported
experiencing intimate partner violence during the lockdown
period, while about five percent of respondents said they
experienced domestic violence from family members.
Nearly half of the respondents reported having little or no
access to schooling due to the pandemic and about a
quarter said they experienced homelessness as well.
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IMPACT ON
HEALTH AND
ACCESS TO
SERVICES
Mental health challenges were the second
most common issues that queer youth
experienced during the lockdowns and this it
is significantly heightened due to the social
challenges and barriers to accessing proper
and professional care services. Young queers
in Africa will benefit from having access to
LGBT+ affirming mental health care services
during the pandemic and beyond.
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Access to health services reduced due to the
pandemic even up until after the government
lifted lockdowns. Many LGBT+ organizations
and health care providers have reduced their
hours of operation due to the pandemic,
thereby leading to reduced access to health
care services and treatment. HIV prevention
services, HIV treatment and other sexual
reproductive health services were the most
affected by reduced access to services.
Restricted access means that only about two
of every ten persons could access the service
during the pandemic.
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Recommendations
We identified several recommendations for various stakeholders in the LGBT+ landscape in Africa.
These recommendations are relevant across board and the highlights include the following :
Governments:
Denounce hate speech and scapegoating targeting the LGBT+ community.
Provide safe and non-discriminatory access to comprehensive healthcare for members of
the LGBT+ community.
Include members of the LGBT+ community and organizations in all strategic work to
address the COVID-19 pandemic.
Immediately address the socio-economic impacts of the pandemic.
Create and strengthen already existing services to address incidents of violence.
Recognize and uphold the rights of African LGBT+ people.

Donors:
Continuously consult with the community.
Provide flexible and core funding.
Provide emergency funds.
Create and strengthen existing LGBT+ youth-specific funds.
Invest in research and knowledge generation.
Organizations (non-governmental, community-based, international agencies) and private
sector:
Prioritize vulnerable communities in pandemic relief efforts.
Consult with the community to develop appropriate and sensitive messaging.
Do not ignore or neglect other critical public health work.
Create and strengthen safe spaces and general wellbeing programs.
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BACKGROUND
The Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has
presented severe challenges for the human
population in 2020, mainly for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Trans, Intersex, and other queer youth
in Africa. These challenges range from economic
to reduced access to health services and an
increase in human rights violations resulting
from widespread lockdown to curtail the virus's
spread. Some religious leaders in Africa and
worldwide have made homophobic statements
linking homosexuality to the cause of the
COVID-19 pandemic. 2 There are reasons to worry
that such rhetoric drives or contributes to the
violations that queer African youths suffer—
especially during a pandemic like this one.
Furthermore, shrinking civic spaces that have
been necessitated by governments instituting
restrictions on movements, lockdowns, and lack
of access to justice has stifled African queer
youths' access to support from civil society
organizations and non-governmental
organizations. Instances of domestic violence
either by a partner or by other family members
have increased across the board but
significantly worsened for LGBT+ persons
because they have the additional barrier of not
wanting to be outed and, as such, will not report
to law enforcement agents. Young African
queers who would ordinarily not be in close daily
contact with homophobic family members have
been forced to live with them during the
lockdown, which can be directly linked to the
increase in domestic violence cases

WWW.AQYI.ORG

PAGE 8
2https://news.trust.org/item/20200309160852-fvwh5/

AFRICAN QUEER YOUTH INITIATIVE

Homelessness appears to be another challenge
that has disproportionately affected LGBT+
persons since the beginning of the pandemic.
Yet, when they provide shelter for themselves by
living together, they are at risk of being targeted
by law enforcement under the guise of 'curtailing
the spread of coronavirus. 3 In Nigeria, the
research team interviewed a member of an
organization that provided shelter to homeless
gay men during the lockdown, and they
expressed worry that locals might target them
within their community who were aware that the
shelter housed LGBT+ people.
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To address some of the challenges
mentioned above, local and international
organizations focusing on LGBT+ persons
have created funding opportunities or
have adapted previously existing funds for
use. Outright Action International, All Out,
and many others set up an emergency
fund to address the urgent needs of queer
people because of the pandemic.
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My School closed as a result of the pandemic and I have been staying at my sister’s
house, together with her husband and children. My sister’s husband went through my
phone and read my chats with my boyfriend, he later got furious, embarrassed and hit me
publicly while calling me a faggot. I was later sent out of the house, but I had nowhere to
run to as the entire city has been on lockdown. For the fear of being apprehended by the
law enforcement agents, I came back to the house and apologized, promising I will repent
(sic). Since then, my brother-in-law has been making my life unbearable, he calls me all
sorts of names at every opportunity he gets. I really cannot wait to return back to school.

Ibrahim, 19, Makurdi - Nigeria.

Organizations are forced to work from home as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and
lockdown; these have prevented me and my friends from accessing community
centers to meet other community members. Being locked at home with my family is
sometimes depressing for me…I cannot wear heels and gowns at home because my
family might be offended by that.

Anita – 21, South Africa

WWW.AQYI.ORG

PAGE 10

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The research team adopted a quantitative methodology for this survey
using an online survey hosted on the SurveyCTO platform. The surveys
were self-administered by respondents, and we asked questions about
the challenges that they have faced during the pandemic, access to
health care, income levels amongst others.
AQYI relied on her network of members, past and present around Africa
to generate responses for this survey, particularly in the ten target
countries for this survey. About 1500 respondents attempted the study,
but due to attrition caused by fatigue and poor internet connections, the
final sample size was about 700.
The target countries are Cameroon, Cote D'Ivoire, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Egypt, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, Nigeria,
Uganda, South Africa, and Zambia, as shown in figure 1.0 below.

Figure 1: Countries Included in the Survey
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LIMITATIONS AND
MITIGATION
MEASURES
Research Fatigue: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, many
organizations and government bodies in trying to understand
the virus better, have conducted various kinds of studies,
especially with queer youths. These surveys have led to a
research fatigue situation where potential respondents
prefer not to participate in surveys because they have grown
tired of taking them. This survey was also affected by
research fatigue and the research team mitigated against
this by expanding the pool of would-be respondents.
High attrition rates / Low response rates for online surveys:
Online surveys typically have high attrition rates where
respondents may begin a study and then drop off without
completing it. Also, respondents generally are less willing to
participate in online surveys than in face to face surveys. To
mitigate this, we sent the survey to a large pool of
respondents.
Language barrier: Since the survey targeted both Anglophone
and Francophone countries, the language was a limitation,
and we mitigated against this by developing the
questionnaire in both English and French. Respondents were
automatically directed to the language they selected at the
beginning of the survey.

ETHICS
Anonymity: To ensure that survey participants were not at
risk of any kind of exposure, no personally identifiable
information was collected when participants took the survey
online. Also, the data collection platform encrypted the
results of the study.
Informed consent: The survey participants were informed of
the purpose of the survey, and they had the choice of either
participating in the study or not. Those who did not consent
were not obliged to participate in the survey.
PAGE 12
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Key
Findings

Up to 85 percent of respondents say that they experienced challenges as a result
of the pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. The most common challenge that
queer youth experienced was financial, as reported by 86 percent of respondents.
Mental health challenges were the second most common issue experienced by
respondents, although more people in anglophone countries than francophone
experienced this. Thirty-eight percent of the respondents say that they experienced
health challenges, and about a third of the respondents experienced domestic
challenges. Figure 2.0 below visually represents this information.

Figure 2: Challenges that queer youths faced
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More people (61% of the study population) didn't have access to other community members
during the covid-19 lockdown. As shown in figure 3.0 below, 50% had limited access to the
NGOs and other resources that would ordinarily be made available to them. About 47% had
limited access to education/schooling, and homelessness has been the social effect of the
covid-19 pandemic on 25% of others.
It is noteworthy to mention that of all identified issues; more persons were affected in the
Francophone countries than the studied Anglophone countries.

Figure 3: Social Effects of the pandemic
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During the pandemic, 33% of the respondents reported having experienced human rights
violations. These include reported 71% of invasion of privacy, 65% of harassment, 33% of
unlawful arrest/detention, and 2% of extortion, as shown in figure 4.0 below. More people
in Anglophone countries experienced all four but one type of violation (invasion of
privacy). However, as shown in figure 4.1 below, more people in Francophone countries
reported more human rights violations in general.

Figure 4: Types of Violations Experienced

WWW.AQYI.ORG
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Figure 4.1: Percentage of respondents who suffered Human rights violations

When asked if they have experienced any kind of domestic violence from any of
their family members but their partner, 5% of the respondents didn't respond to
this question, 32% reported having experienced it, and others who constitute the
majority reported not to have experienced domestic violence from other family
members excluding their partner. Figure 5.0 shows the chart distribution.

WWW.AQYI.ORG
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Figure 5.0: Percentages of domestic violence by family members
As shown in figure 5.1 below, the majority (77%) did not experience violence from
their partners during the pandemic, 18% said that their partner had violated them and
the remaining 4% didn't respond to the question.
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Figure 5.1: Figures on intimate partner violence during the pandemic

In figure 6.0 below, a small percentage (0.67) of respondents preferred not to respond to this
question, but over half (59%) of the respondents did have a source of income at the start of the
pandemic. However, about half of these people (47%) have lost their source of income, 31% are
earning less than what they would make before the pandemic, 15% reported to have the same
pay as before, and 5% are earning more than they used to earn before the pandemic. Figure 6.1
shows the frequency distribution.
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Figure 6.0: Respondents Income generating status before the pandemic

Figure 6.1: Has there been a change in respondents' income since the pandemic started?
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A few people (9%) received some kind of support from the government during the
lockdown. None of the respondents in Francophone countries received either Health or
Mental Health support from the government, 60% however received financial aid and
10% food supplies. For people in Anglophone countries, financial support (64%) and
food supplies (25%) top the list of the support received from the government. They also
received mental health support (8%) and health support (3%).
In general, more people from both Anglophone and Francophone countries received
financial support and food supplies (68% and 20% respectively) than health support and
mental health support.
While figure 7.0 below shows the distribution of people that received support from the
government, figure 7.1 shows the distribution of the types of support received from the
government.

Figure 7.0: Percentage of respondents that received aid from the government during the lockdown.
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Figure 7.1: Types of aid that respondents received from the government

Thirty percent of respondents received support from NGOs, including churches or individuals,
during the lockdown, as shown in figure 7.2 below. These were food supplies (56%), financial aid
(19%), mental health support (15%), and health support (10%) respectively. As the distribution
shows in figure 7.3 below, the data shows that all four but one support (mental health) from
NGOs, churches, or individuals, were received by more people in Francophone countries than
people in Anglophone countries.

Figure 7.2: Percentage of respondents that received aid from NGOs
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Figure 7.3: Types of aid received from NGOs

Although figure 8.0 shows that the majority (74%) of the respondents were unable to access
SRHR services, 19% reported having been able to access sexual reproductive health and rights
services during the pandemic. As shown in figure 8.1, when asked to rate the level of difficulty
in accessing the sexual reproductive health and rights services, where one is very easy, and
five is very difficult, the majority (78%) of the respondents ranked the difficulty level between
4 and 5. The remaining 38% rated the difficulty level between 1 and 3.
Although there is a huge disparity between people who find the accessibility of SRHR services
during the pandemic effortless (2%) and those who find it very difficult (15%), it is also
interesting to learn that while there are about the same percentage of people in both
Anglophone and Francophone countries who find the service easily accessible (5% and 6%
respectively), more people in Anglophone countries (41%) find it challenging to use the
service than people in Francophone countries (25%).

WWW.AQYI.ORG
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Figure 8.0: Access to sexual reproductive health & rights service during the lockdown and the pandemic.

Figure 8.1: Ratings for ease of access to sexual reproductive health & rights service.

Seven percent of the respondents reported having tested positive for Covid-19. Data shows
that for one person who tested positive for covid-19 in the Anglophone countries, there are
about three persons who tested positive in the Francophone countries.
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Figure 9.0: Percentage of respondents that tested positive to COVID 19

Demographic Data

While 46% of the study population are male, 28% are female. 10% are
transgender (half of these are trans-men and half trans-women). 11% are
Non-binary and about 1% Intersex.
While there are a few more trans-men in Francophone countries (3%) than In
anglophone countries (7%), there are about the same percentage of transwomen in both Anglophone and Francophone countries that make up the
study population (5% each). Figure 10.0 below shows the chart distribution.
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Figure 10.0: Data on the gender breakdown of respondents.

When asked about respondents' sexual orientation, the data shows, as seen in figure 10.1 below,
that 30% of the respondents are Gay, 22% are Lesbian, and 21% Bisexual. 13% are Queer, and 6%
are heterosexual/straight. The 2% Asexual were all respondents from Anglophone countries.
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Figure 10.1: Breakdown of respondents by sexual orientation

Twenty-nine percent of the population is between the ages of 30-35, 31% are between the
ages of 18-23, and 37% between the ages of 24-29. The remaining 3% didn't give their age.
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Figure 10.2: Age range of respondents

Figure 10.3 shows that seventy-three per cent of the respondents have completed at least a postsecondary school diploma; 42% of these people are first degree holders, and 23% are either MSc
or PhD graduates.

Figure 10.3: Educational level of respondents.
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Conclusion

We learned that more people experienced
financial challenges during the lockdown; this
was as a result of a high number of people who
earned lower and higher numbers of people who
lost their sources of income. Interestingly, less
than a tenth of the people received aid from the
government. In comparison, the number of
respondents who received help from NGOs is a
bit higher than those who received from the
government. We also learned that the NGOs
gave more food supplies in aid than financial
support which seems to be the focal point of
the government. Consequently, having learned
that a good number of queer youths have
experienced a loss of income and a decrease in
revenue. Non-profit organizations can see this
as an opportunity to provide both financial
support and income-generating opportunities
for LGBT+ youth in Africa.

The goal of this study is to learn about
the impact of the Covid-19 virus on the
LGBT+ community in Africa. With a
focus on understanding the challenges
the Covid-19 virus poses on individuals
within the LGBT+ community in Africa,
the study investigated the impact of the
virus on the economy, health, and human
rights of individuals in the LGBT+
community. The results drawn from this
study give informed insights and
recommendations that will mitigate the
identified study outcome.
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Conclusion

Most respondents found and continue to find it
challenging to access the sexual reproductive
health and rights services; consequently, about
two of every ten persons could access the
service during the pandemic.

Furthermore, invasion of privacy,
harassment, and unlawful arrests and
detention were the forms of human
rights violations faced by the LGBT+
community. There were a few
reported cases of domestic violence
faced by respondents, and such
violence was perpetrated more by
other family members than their
intimate partners. The preceding
sheds light on the possible causes of
the mental health challenges
reported by respondents.

Although the pandemic has impacted the mental
health well-being of both queer and non-queer
people, for queer people, it is significantly
heightened due to the social challenges and
barriers to accessing proper and professional
care services. Young queers in Africa will benefit
from having access to LGBT+ affirming mental
health care services during the pandemic and
beyond. Finally, LGBT+-focused CSOs and NGOs
should continue to engage with law enforcement
agencies and policymakers to ensure that these
bodies are not targeting young queer people as a
result of the measures they are taking to reduce
the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
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WHERE WE ARE NOW

RECOMMENDATIONS
Most respondents found and continue to find it challenging to access the sexual reproductive
health and rights services; consequently, about two of every ten persons could access the
service during the pandemic.
Although the pandemic has impacted the mental health well-being of both queer and non-queer
people, for queer people, it is significantly heightened due to the social challenges and barriers
to accessing proper and professional care services. Young queers in Africa will benefit from
having access to LGBT+ affirming mental health care services during the pandemic and beyond.
Finally, LGBT+-focused CSOs and NGOs should continue to engage with law enforcement
agencies and policymakers to ensure that these bodies are not targeting young queer people as
a result of the measures they are taking to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

GOVERNMENT;

Denounce hate speech and scapegoating targeting the LGBT+ community. Government
officials and leaders at all levels must condemn and denounce hate speeches and
scapegoating targeting members of the LGBT+ community. As highlighted in this survey
findings, comments that have blamed the emergence and spread of COVID-19 on members of
the LGBT+ community have aided in increasing violence targeting the community.

Include members of the LGBT+ community and organizations in all strategic work to address
the COVID-19 pandemic. As members of the society with specific and unique needs, African
LGBT+ youths must be consulted and included in all-important planning and implementation of
activities to address COVID-19. Any community exclusion during the planning or
implementation of activities to address COVID-19 will be counterproductive and ineffective.
Government at all levels must also recognize LGBT+ organizations as essential service
providers and must work with them to ensure success

WWW.AQYI.ORG
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Recommendations
Provide safe and non-discriminatory
access to comprehensive healthcare for
members of the LGBT+ community. Many
African LGBT+ youths who responded to
this survey indicated difficulty accessing
health care services due to discrimination
based on their real or perceived sexual
orientation and gender identity and
expression. As the community is already
burdened with the lack of safe access to
health care information and services,
especially for African LGBT+ youths living
with HIV, actions must be put in place to
immediately provide African LGBT+
youths with comprehensive access to
healthcare information and services.

Create and strengthen already existing services
to address incidents of violence. The government
at all levels must ensure that victims of domestic
violence and violence of all forms must have
access and support to seek legal redress. Support
should also be made available to victims of
domestic violence – including support for
relocation in situations where victims cannot
continue with their housing arrangement due to
their safety.

Immediately address the socio-economic
impacts of the pandemic. Efforts and
resources dedicated to providing food,
shelter, loans, and grants to small
businesses, must be equally and fairly
distributed to communities hardest hit by
the pandemic, especially members of the
LGBT+ community.

Recognize and uphold the rights of
African LGBT+ people. Members of the
LGBT+ community are often excluded,
discriminated against, and face severe
and unique harsh realities during
pandemics like COVID-19 due to laws that
criminalize their very existence. Actions
must be put in place to replace archaic
and new laws that criminalize members of
the LGBT+ community, making it difficult
for everyone in the society to thrive,
including African LGBT+ youths.
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Recommendations
DONORS;
Invest in research and knowledge generation.
To continually understand the diverse ways the
pandemic has affected the LGBT+ community and
its lingering impact, donors more invest in more
research and knowledge generation to inform the
community's work and ensure success.

Continuously consult with the community.
More than ever, there is a need to
continually consult with the community to
understand better their evolving needs and
issues vis-à-vis the new reality with the
covid-19 pandemic. Communities and
organizations are in uncharted territory, and
they will need critical partners like their
donors to frequently consult and listen to
them to ensure they thrive and sustain their
successes so far.

Provide emergency funds. Communities that are
directly impacted and recovering from the
pandemic still need emergency funds to help
deal with many socio-economic challenges.
There are exacerbated homelessness and
joblessness cases due to the pandemic, and
emergency funds will go a long way in helping
address these issues. Mainstream organizations
receiving support for emergency funding due to
the pandemic must be held accountable to
ensure that they include members of the LGBT+
community in their emergency funding support
programs.

Provide flexible and core funding. To bring
to scale successes already achieved by the
community and succeed in any postpandemic effort, flexible and core funding
are a priority for communities and
organizations at the forefront of the LGBT+
struggle. Far too many African LGBT+
youth-led organizations survive on minimal
project funds and shoestring budgets and
are burdened with constant worry about
what the future holds for them. Increased
and flexible funding for these organizations
will help sustain them and contribute to an
effective post-pandemic recovery.

Create and strengthen existing LGBT+ youthspecific funds. African LGBT+ youths and
organizations serving them have higher
difficulty accessing funds for programs and
general core support. To support and
empower this critical demography in the
LGBT+ movement, youth-specific funds
should be created to help them engage
meaningfully, sustain their essential work,
and help develop innovative ways to advance
the community's work and their rights.
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Recommendations
Organizations (non-governmental, community-based,
international agencies) and the private sector:

Prioritize vulnerable communities in pandemic
relief efforts. Relief efforts that seek to address the
COVID pandemic's impact must prioritize vulnerable
communities, including the LGBT+ community, to
ensure success. African LGBT+ youths must be
engaged as critical partners and beneficiaries in all
relief efforts due to the pandemic.

Do not ignore or neglect other critical
public health work. As organizations and
international agencies rightfully prioritize
COVID-19, care must be given to avoid
neglecting other public health challenges
like HIV that disproportionately impact
members of the African youth LGBT+
community.

Consult with the community to develop appropriate and
sensitive messaging. Organizations and international
agencies must work with the community to develop and
disseminate appropriate safety messaging that targets
the community to ensure effectiveness.

Create and strengthen safe spaces and general wellbeing
programs. As highlighted by respondents to this survey, the
lack of access to community centers during the lockdown
negatively impacted community members. Organizations
must ensure that community centers that serve as a critical
support system for African LGBT+ youths will continue to
remain accessible. Peer to peer programs and counseling
that provide psychosocial support for African LGBT+ youths
must be prioritized to ensure any other support program's
effectiveness due to the pandemic.
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APPENDIX
Frequency distribution By Country
DEMOGRAPHY

PAGE 34

DEMOGRAPHY

PAGE 35

Social Impact
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Social Impact
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Economic Impact
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Health Impact
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